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frontiers of Poland. He is the character who
undertakes, as head of the German states. Em-
peror over them all, and individually the possessor
of the largest amount of land as a private prince,
to undo what the Reformation had done in
nearly the whole of north Germany, and partly
in the centre of Germany.
Had Ferdinand II triumphed the old religion
would  probably  have  been  re-established  not
only   in   Germany,   but,   sooner   or   later,   in
most of Europe.    Nothing would have remained
of the religious revolution save the small popula-
tions of Scandinavia, of England and of Scot-
land, and no one can say how long these remnants
could have stayed out; for there was a consider-
able Catholic minority in Scotland and in Scan-
dinavia, and a very large one in England, as
late as the beginning of Ferdinand's effort, that
is from 1620-30.    Even if England, Scotland,
and  Scandinavia had remained  strongly inde-
pendent  Protestant  Governments,   they  would
have counted  little  compared with the  vastly
greater   numbers   and  wealth   of the  German
Empire,   France,   Spain,   Italy,   Hungary,   and
Poland.    The Protestants all put together would
not have commanded one tenth of the men and
money commanded by the Catholics, had Fer-
dinand   succeeded   in   establishing   a   United
Catholic German Empire.